
SPECIAL REGULATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE–   NOVEMBER 2007 ITEM 2(j) 
OFFSHORE COMMITTEE     
 
 

 

Submission: SR10-07 

Offshore Special Regulations - 3.29.1 
A.I.S. 

 
A submission from the Chairman of the Offshore Committee 

Proposal: 
That Special Regulation 3.29.1. be amended as follows: 

3.29 Navigation Equipment  MoMu0,1,2,3 

3.29.1 The following shall be provided:  MoMu0,1,2,3 

 m) If fitted to meet OSR 3.29 (p) the active radar set 
shall be permanently installed, with not less than 2 
kW with antenna mounted at least 2.4 metres above 
deck level. The radar antenna unit shall have a 
maximum dimension not less than 450 mm. The 
radar shall be mounted so that the antenna unit 
remains essentially horizontal when the yacht is 
heeled. Installations in place before 1/07 shall 
comply as closely as possible with OSR 3.29.1 (m)  
 
It is strongly recommended that the manufactures 
installation guidelines are followed. 

 

MoMu1,2,3 

 n) A class A AIS An AIS receiver with a plan indicator 
and a transponder 

 

MoMu0 

 o) A boat is recommended to have at least one of the 
following methods to aid detection by other vessels: 
i) A.I.S. transponder 
ii) Active Radar Reflector (e.g. a Seame) 

 

MoMu1,2,3 

 o) A boat shall have at least one of the following 
methods to aid detection by other vessels: (from 
1.1.2009) 
i) A.I.S. transponder 
ii) Active Radar Reflector (e.g. a Seame) 

 

MoMu1,2,3 

 p) A boat is recommended to have at least one of the 
following methods to monitor other vessels 
movements: 
i) AIS receiver with a plan indicator 
ii) Radar (in accordance with OSR 3.29.1(l) or (m)) 

MoMu1,2,3 



 

 

iii) Collision Avoidance Radar Transponder(C.A.R.T) 
 

 p) A boat shall have at least one of the following 
methods to monitor other vessels movements: 
(proposed for introduction on the 1.1.2009) 
i) AIS receiver with a plan indicator 
ii) Radar (in accordance with OSR 4.29.1(l) or (m)) 
iii) Collision Avoidance Radar Transponder(C.A.R.T) 

 

MoMu1,2,3 

 
Current Position: 

3.29 Communications Equipment, EPFS, Radar, AIS   MoMu0,1,2,3 

3.29.1 The following shall be provided:  MoMu0,1,2,3 

 L) An active radar set permanently installed, with not less than 
4 kW PEP with antenna mounted at least 7 metres above 
the water. The radar antenna unit shall have a maximum 
dimension not less than 533 mm. The radar shall be 
mounted so that the antenna unit remains essentially 
horizontal when the yacht is heeled. Installations in place 
before 1/06 shall comply as closely as possible with OSR 
3.29.1 (L) 

 

MoMu0 

      m) A class A AIS 
 

MoMu0 

 
Reason: 
AIS is now much more widely available and prices are falling. Various reports in 2007 
have highlighted both how ineffective most Radar Reflectors are, and that AIS is now 
widely seen as a very effective way of reducing the risk of collisions. By providing a 
forward date it will firstly encourage manufacturers to both make the system even 
more widely available and also to lower prices further in competition with one 
another, and secondly allow competitors plenty of time to install and get used to 
operating the system. 
 
The wording change for category 0 removes the requirement for a class A system but 
simply specifies a transponder and receiver. Receivers are already very cheap but 
the additional requirement for a plan indicator display means you will need either a 
laptop interface or a graphical plot display as both class A and B systems allow for 
what is known as an MKD (Minimum Keyboard Displays) which simply gives you a 
text line with a course and bearing, this is not user friendly or as easy to understand. 
The terminology linked to A.I.S. at present varies as the specification is further 
refined by the industry. 
 



 

 

3.29.1 (m) is proposed as an alternative to 3.29.1 (l) for category 1,2,3 in order to 
make the radar installation more realistic for smaller boats and accommodate radar 
systems not placed on the mast but on a removable radar post. The installation 
height, power and cross section has been reduced to accommodate this change. 
 
Note: various AIS systems are now available e.g. Simrad £700, Comar systems CSB 
200 - £525 as well as Echopilot The Comar is Class B but both sends and receives, 
including MMSI numbers for DSC Radio. It just needs a chart plotter. 


